HFNC excursion to Gluepot Reserve 16-21 August 2013

Rod Bird

Background
The genesis of thisampout was the experience of HFNC venturing to Kangaroo Island i 20/
decided to repeat that type of Glepotstatonimn20l3by a vi

Gluepot Reservés a 54,390 ha former sheep station situated 65 km north of Waikerie, a town on the
Murray River. Gluepot has an annual rainfall of about 215 mm andoleominantlya Mallee
BluebushTriodia-Casuarina paupervegetation and some 265 species of plants have been recorded.
There are 8 species of mallee and there are mangrolgdth stands with hollows, a rarity now in
Australia. Fire has not been a major issue in the past; a fire in 1950 burned parts of thestatimerand
another fire in 2006 moved from adjacent Taylorville station into the SE corner of the reserve
Calperum Station|n total, it burned 118,000 Haee map) Fire protection has now been improved, with

a graded boundary break and some pilesdrburning of patches.

The reserve was acquired by Birds Australia in 1997. Three camping
areas have been developed in the reserve. Most of the water points
have been closed off or filled in, to help conti@lal goats and limit

the population of Watern Grey and Red Kangaroos. However, water
points have been established at several points for access by birds.
Hides have been built adjacent to these elevated water troughs for the
use by visitordo observe the birds

About 180 species of birds halseen recorded on Gluepatcluding
Black-eared Miner, Whitdorowed Treecreeper, Scarlkdiested

Parrot, Striated Grasswren, Redor ed Whi st er , Gi |
and Malleefowl.

The reptile list includes about 50 speciesGeckos (10), Legless
lizards(6), Skinks (19), Dragons (4&oanna1) and snakes (9).

There are4 frog species. Mammals includ® species of baShortbeaked EchidnaMallee Ningaui
(Ningaui yvonnege Common Dunnart §minthopsis nmina), Western Pygmy PossunCércartetus
conchnug and Bol #seddemyMmlansie (

Visit by HFNC

Present From Hamilton were Glenys & John Cayley, Diane Luhrs & Rod Bird, Hilary & George
Turner, and Roger Thompson. Penny Mdmm Kl and 7 friends also joined ysarriving around
mid-day onSaturday. Pe nny 6 s f TrisheMoohey(ParteAugrstyy Kevin Rowsell(Nairne,
andPip MastersLyn & Trevor Bolto, Tim Williams andJane Rnwick all fromKI.

The ranger had arranged for us to stay at Babbler CampgfdwsiB4 GPS 3315-41/14009-06)
and, with the exception of one or two othen 2 dayswe had the site to ourselves during our stay.

Diane and Rodtopped aEdenhope to have a look at Lake Wallace. This,ldke for manyyears
now had quite a lot of water, although still some 100 m between the end of the jetty and the waterline.

We camped at thPertendi Campground (347 km from Hamilton) on th&narkat Conservation

Park (Sth of Pinnaroo), arriving there at 7 pm on a very waddy night. Diane had her new
Mercedes Sprinter van and so we avoided having to set up a tent in the rain. John & Glenys stopped
earlier at a cabin in Pinnaroo, further northVe were concerned that the rain may have reached
Gluepot and made the trackapassable. Luckily the rain did not then reach Gluepot but we did
experience a couple of light showers during our first 2 days at Gluepot. More trying at times were
strong winds that made it difficult to find birds and made the camp site a littlg ichiie evenings.

Rogerhadarrived on the afternoon ofriday 16" and had completethe Babbler Camp North Walk
thenandthe Whistler Walkon Saturday morningefore the rest of us arrived
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Saturday

The SA party from Kangaroo Island argufirst on Saturday and had just returned from a walk when
Diane &1 arrived at 1 pm The distance from Hamilton is about 630 kirater in the a#rnoon John

& Glenysarrived Hilary & Georgedrove from Adelaide and also arrived rdfternoon George
brought hisnountain bike.

The mallee species in the camp wasiiddallee E. oleosat he buds appear |i ke
these trees were prominent along the South Babbler Camp South Walk (3 km), which Diane & Rod did
in the afternoon. Two fungi were seattamp an Earthball and a Bracket Fung@sgpidotussp.)

South Babbler Camp South Watlasses through Black OaKdsuarina paupgrand Mallee, with
various Emu Bushes (e.gremophila maculataabovg, Acacia (e.g. Spine Bush A. nysophyll3,
Grevillea, Silver CasiaSenna artemsioide9, Bluebush (e.gMaireana sedifolig, Triodia scariosa
Daisy Bush OQlearia pimeleoides shown beloy and Zygophyllum glaucunga prolific, yellow
flowered little bush with fruit similar to hepushi see also belojand other species.

Other mallee species include Red MallBe gocialisi buds have a long, pointed gaplarrowleaved
Red Mallee E. leptophyllai valves just priiect from capsulgand Yorrell E. gracilisi bud caps are
small, smoothroundedwith a dark oil gland at the cenjre
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Birds seen at the camp or on ®euth Babbler Camywalk on Saturday 17 Aug 2013

1. GreyButcherbird 8. Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
2. Rufous Whistler 9. Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater
3. Willie Wagtall 10. Red Wattlebird

4. Weehill 11. White-winged Chough

5. Inland Thornbill 12. Grey Currawong

6. Redcapped Robin 13. Australian Magpie

7. White-eared Honeyeater

We met the South Australian group and had a chat before dinner at their camp. Most were from
Kangaroo Island but a couple came from Port Augusta and were involved in conservation work.
Penny Moon had organised thénBrian Moon had stopped at Waikereworkonhi s 6 newd boat
is moored on the river near Waikerie.

Sunday 18" August
We were up at 7.30 Victorian time to find a windy, cool, grey morning and only the Grey Butcherbirds
calling. We suggested that the group might like to do the Grasswegk.

Grasswren Walk6 kmi at about 9 30 am we drove back along Track 2 and then along Track 7 to the
car park Along Track 7we saw 810 very large feral goats crossing the track ahead. They rapidly
vanished into the malleélVe were to see plenty of tracks during the next few days. The goats require
little free water in winter and appear to roam freely through this reserve, despite efforts to shoot them
and fence them out. However, in the pastoral days, thousands ofagwatsounded up here, so the
present numbers are low by comparison.

While we began as a group, weon became a long line of observers, as each person stopped to view
different thingsamong the Black Oak, Eremophila, Mallee, Triodia and Bluebw3iane & | were

distracted at the start by the soundaefunknown whistleand we left behindWe foundthe birdto be

Gil bertés Whistler but, although very vocal, it

A Pied Honeyeateamong Eremophiland a party of Chestngtowned Babblers were seelsome
members sawither Yellowthroated oBlack-eared Miners on the section near the boundary fleate

no Striated Grasswrens or Shy Heathwrens were sékanewfence here has electrified wires, no
doubt intended to exclude goats. We were surprised at the close spacing of the wires, all in the lower
60 cm level, with earth wires between and 3 on the Wp.were also surprised to see the hundreds of
steel posts (from the old fence) lying on theugrd. The wide boundary track serves as a firebreak.
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Casuarina paupe& Bluebushlined both sides of the Track 7 as we walked off the Boundary track to
the car park near the hide,the intersectiorof Track 7 & & 8. The highlight there was a groofa
dozen Browrheaded Honeyeaters arriving in a party, taking a quick swallow of water and then
departing as quickly as they came. Yelplumed Honeyeaters were conspicuaee photos)

Birds seen on th€rasswren Walk on Sunday18 AR13:
1. Australian Ringneck 3. Emu
2. Australian Raven 4. Miner



5. Grey Shrikethrush 12. Inland Thornbill

6. Chestnuicrowned Babbler 13. Yellow-rumped Thornbill

7. Gil bertdos Whistler 14. Chestnurumped Thonbill
8. White-winged Chough 15. Yellow-plumed Honeyeater
9. Weebill 16. Pied Honeyeater

10. Striated Pardalote 17. Brown-headed Honeyeater
11. Jacky Winter 18. Collared $arrowhavk

We arrived back at camp at 1.30 pas the wind increased in speed. Seaheeted to have a rest in the
afternoon,but Rogerdid the Black Oak Swamp Walk (6.5 kwhile John & Glenys, Diam& Rod,
Pennyand Hillarytook the Babbler Camp North Walk (2.4 km). This walk passes onto and along a
small sad dune. The weather was very windy and there was a little shower of rairrgdotting the
chance of seeing many birds. This was a very attractive area of Triodia and Mallee, with Black Oak
on the sandylay flat. A notable sighting there was that of a legless lizard, the Common-fecdly

(see photo), which narrowly missed betngdden on as it crossed the ptitanother Triodia plant.

We noted that many little busheZygophyllum
glaucumor Maireana pyramidatd) appeared to be dead, with brittle stems. However, some of these
also showed signs of sprouting from the fipes curious phenomenon.
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