HFENC excursionto Wannon Flora Reserve & Wannon Falls Scenic Resenvereport for 21
June 2015
Rod Bird,Diane Luhrs& Dave Munro

At 10 am on Sunday Dave & Lyn Munro, John & Glenys Cayley, Diane LuiRed.Bird, Janeen Samuel,
Peter Hocking and Hilary Turner met on the Nigrétannon Rd on the NE end of the Wannon Flora
Reserve. We wetdecky in having a sunny morning and the shelter of the reserbtocka chilly breeze.

We cameequippedor a little work on anySparaxis Freesiasnd Sallow Wattles that we came across on our
wandering throughhe 18acre reserve. We were happy to find only a few d&earaxisplantsand one

African Weed Orchichear the NW corner of the reserve, on tifaek that runs down the north sjdedat

one spot on the west edge of the WanNagretta Rd However, there were margmall clumps of Freesia

some 60 m from the SW corner of the reseal@mut 50 m from Powells Lanelhese occurred in the area

that had been used as a rubbish tip before 1960. Work had been done several years ago to eradicate the pes
but more needs to be don&Ve were only able to herbicideipe those plants that we came upon in our
cleared path through that corner of the reservechaatly more plants will be found.

We found that most of the western half of the reserve is now densely stockédtagih paradoxaso thick
in places that it was difficult to find a way through. We resorted to pruning some branches to allow transit
Thephotos below showur group having emerged from the thicket in the western half.
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Back in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s club had working bees pull up many housands of seedlings in an
effort to prevent the species from dominating the reserverhaps we should now hgeventing new
germinants from invading the eastern half of the reserve, where the heath is still in fair condition.

The Shire is now the manager lwith Crown Land resengand they have organised the ripping of rabbit
warrens. A backhoe appears to have been used and the damage to heath veigdtatited but severe.
Thevegetation will recoverThe photq(left) looking west to Manna Gumshows amalldestroyedvarren

We observed a fine specimen of Gorse Biftea Daviesia ulicifolig amongLeptospermum myrsinoides
and other plants near the east gloto, rightshows the shrub in the heath and Rod nearby)

1



Gorse Bitterpeawas recordechere asearly as 198 and is not found on any other areatioé Wannon
frontage and reserves.

While the reserve was noted in 1967 as having 21 species of orchid, fewer than half that number have been
seen in recent years, probably because there has been only one fire (and that of limited effect) since the club
has beerassociated with the reserve (beginning 195B)day we found leaves and some bud€ofybas
incurvus(Slaty Helmet Orchid see photo) and leaves of a Sanehidand Nodding Greenhoo® ( nutan.

A good number of fungi, some unknowmus were seen oonur walk around and through the reseirveee
thelist on p. 4andselecteghotos. Birds were few but noteworthy were Brovmeaded Honeyeaters.

We crossed to the Wannon Falls Scenic Reserve for a picnic lunch at the ovabothanshort excursion
aaoss the oval and into the bush beyond. We found $axaés purpurega few in flower) near the cricket
pitch and they will need to be treated. Beyond, we found quite a 8gaobxisnear the old track around the
oval and a little way into the bushlhere was no sign of Angled Onion which we had also battled against
some years ago. We will need to tackle $maraxisagain and it is far less a problem now than it was of
late.

|Striped Greenhookft and above | |Slaty Helmet orchiavith bud |

A highlight of this little stroll was finding several flowerimRjerostylis
striatum (Striped Greenhoodjt the spot where Liz Fenton found them

a few years ago. This is indeed a lovely orchid and we were lucky to
catch them in flower. The flower and emerging flowering stems are
shown below. P. alatawas found in the SW area of Wannon Flora
Reserve in the 1960s and that appears to be the same species (with a
new name now).

|Ompha|ina umbellifera | |P0r0nia ericiDung Buttons |

We finishedour excursion at 2.30 pm, resolving to spend more time in future controlling invading weeds on
these reserves
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|Russula lenkunya | |Fomitopsisilacegilva

|Piso|ithus tinctorius |

|Derm0cybesp|endida &sanguinea |

|Lycoperdorsp Smoky Puffball |
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