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SUBMISSION FCOR THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF uT, ARAPILES.

INTRODUCTICN AND HISTORY

Our recommendations for the future menagemént of Mount
Arapiles are based on the changes in the intensity of the use
for recreation and also the management of this srea over the
past fifteen years.

The increase in popularity of this area since 1963 has
been due almost entirely to the sport of rockeclimbing., The
first climbs were done in 1963, and in those dags Mount Arapiles
was occasionally visited by small parties of climbers, and also
by local people who came for picnics. Facilities for the
use of visitors were minimal, but adequate for day trippers.
There wes no camping in the area by local people, but the
climbers came from Melbourne, and they came for the whole
weekend. after a year or two, the numbers of climbers
visiting the area hed incressed a grcat deal. The fenced
plentation and the sasrea under the pine trees immediately to the
east of this were used as sites for tents. It soon became
obvious that a grester input of mansgement was necessary in
order to look after the area.

The Menagement of lMount Arapiles was taken over by the
Forests Commission of Victoria (FCV), who designated it
as a Forest Park. An early move in the mansgement of the
park was to remove sheep from this area. The old shelter
shed with its ‘epsinwater tank was replaced with a new shed, =a
large concrete water tank and an elsborate toilet block with
spptic sewerage., The erea thus became attractive to & wider
range of people interested in camping, The fence surrounding
the pine plantation waes removed, and several rows of trees
within this area were cut down, t.uus permitting access into
this plantation by cars.

In 1963 there was & very rough track that gave vehicular
access to the area north of the entrance to Centernsry Park as
far as the rifle butts of the Natimuk rifle range. This
track was often used by visitors who wished to inspect the area
from their cars., It wes impsssable in wet weather due to the
soft soil. Climbers who preferred to drive to the base of the
cliffs also made a few tracks, both uphill from the track to
the rifle range and also up to the rock formastion known as the
Organ Fipes immedistely west of the pine plantation. Both
these tracks were re-graded in 1970, and a large drain was
constructed on the west side of the track to the rifle butts.
‘his drain concentrated water that flowed from the slopes above
and resulted in considerable erosion., Because .of the rocKy
terrain, run-off is very rapid following rain, and the sandy soil
is prone to erosion. The access rosd, from the Natimuk-
kdenhope road and also Lhe rosd to the summit were sealed. There
has also been an extension of access tracks ¢n the western side
of the area, beyond the golf course.

The vegetation on the lower slopea of the area was in
& poor condition when the Forests Commission took over
management of the park. The area was continuously grazed
by sheep, and plant cover consisted mainly of sparse annusl
grasses, trefoil, capeweed and erodium.
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Ther¢ has been a steady improvement in the vegetative
cover on the scree slopes east of the main cliffs since
grazing ceased. The annual species sre gradually being
replaced with native perennial grasses, herbs and shrubse,
the increase in abundance of Themeda Australis being most
marked. Shrubs such as emu heasth ang cranberry heath are
also now in evidence,

The ebsence of grezing has alsc permitted the remarkable
recovery ol tnis area following the devastating fire in
December 1272, The thick stands of young wattles and gum
trees would never have developed to the same extent if
grazing enimels had been present. Clearly, grazing
by sheep presented the greatest hazard to the area ffom an
asthetic point of view, which is of significsnce in an ares
80 obviously suited to recreation, and it is to the credit of
the Forests Commission thet they realized this and revoked
the grazing licences. The recovery of the ground flora is
almost certain to also have resulted in a similar change in
the fauna of the area.

The FCV also sensibly rcslized that campers would scon
burn firewocod qucker then the sres could previde in the
form of dead timber, and have done =a good job in providing
an  adequate supply of firewocod for campers,

Other inputs by the FCV have been the planting of wattles

cn the slope west of the pines, and the signposting of two
or three walking tracks, end the closing of the rifle range.

PRESENT CONDITICN AND WMANAGEMENT

a) Flora and Fauna.

The general condticn of the flora at Mount Arapiles is
probably better than it has been since grazing by sheep
severdy changed the nature of the ground vegetation, Checking
with people who remembered the now grassy esstern slopes as
8 slope with shrubs and trees confirms this. Since the last
fire, once rare plants have been found in relative abundance
for exsmple, Anthoceris frondosa and Howittia trilocularis.
Recovery of some plants, since the fire, however, hass hot been
a8 satisfactory, for example Eriostemcn verruccsus and the
various Cmllitris species. The flores at this area is also
interesting many reare eand endangered speclies are to be found,
A list produced for the FCV by Dr. J. Willis includes Anthoceris
frondosa,Bucelyptus odorsats, Frostanthers spinosa,Psilotum nudum,

guinetia urvillei, deirpus congruus, Senecio hypoleucus and
Stipa mscalpinei,

Vegetation on the cliffs has aslso recovered well since
the fire, FPlants nere include Goodenia ovats, Frostanthersa
rotund.ifolias, and Lpacris impressa which are comnon and
widespread. U1 outstanding importence, however, are the
tree ferns growing in south-facing clefts in the large gully
to the north west of the present camping area. These ere of
significance because they probably asre the driest hebitst for
Dicksonia antartica in the state, and perhaps Australia. These
ferns receive no mention in the L.C.C. report, There presence
is due to the microenvironment provided by the steep south-
facing clefts wnich channel in moisture and rrotect the ferns
from the sun, These plants could well be relics of s vegetation
thet has survived since the climate became more arid.







