Hello Everybody

HFNC’s activities and events in December 2025

Annual General Meeting & General Meeting on Thurs 11 Dec. at HIRL, 7.30 pm.
This is our first AGM as an incorporated association. We will be electing office bearers for 2026.

The agenda for the 2025 AGM and Dec. 2025 General meeting are attached.

The minutes for the 2024 AGM and October 2025 General Meeting are also attached.

2025 end-of-year picnic — this will be on Sun. 14 December, 5 pm until dark — this year Janeen Samuel
has offered to host the event at her place, 795 Morgiana Rd, Morgiana (south of the Wannon Falls).
Best way: From Hamilton take the Dartmoor Rd, after 10 km turn right onto McKellars Rd (just past
Yulecart CFA shed). Then after 1 km turn left at Loats Rd and go straight 6 km to Morgiana Rd. Turn
right and proceed about 300 m to Janeen’s driveway on the right. The name on the gate is Galmahra.

Bring your picnic dinner, drinks and a chair for outside (presuming that the weather is kind). Diane
suggests that you might also like to bring some nibbles (pre-dinner snacks — cheese, dips, dry biscuits,
etc.) and something for dessert (cake, sliced fruit, slices) to share.

Report on Volunteer activities — Acacia paradoxa control at Wannon Flora Res — Sat. 8 Nov.

Only three members attended this activity and we were unable to cover all of the area. The reserve is
looking good, with masses of Spear Grass on the northern side and dozens of Tiger Orchids (Diuris
sulphuria) also blooming. Apart from the Hedge Wattle, some Billardiera heterophylla (Australian
Bluebell) seedlings were also pulled out. This aggressive native climber from WA has invaded the NW
corner of the reserve in recent years. (In a follow-up by RB and DL on 3 Dec. about 40 of these small
plants were spot-sprayed, hopefully removing most if not all).

Report on excursion to Redman area of Gariwerd/Grampians National Park — Sat. 22 Nov.

Six members enjoyed a lovely rain-free day looking at wildflowers along the Halls Gap Rd and on the
GPT from Borough Huts to Redman Rd. The walk from Fyans Creek to the Redman Rd and return along
the road to Borough Hut was about 5 km. We saw many orchids, including Blotched Sun-orchid, Leek
orchids and Bronze Caladenia. On the 20-km site along Halls Gap Rd we saw Great Sun-orchid, Copper
Beard-orchid and Red Beard-orchids in flower (see attached pdf).

Report on Beear SF fauna nest box inspection — Sun. 30 Nov — 4 members checked the mammal nest
boxes. No animals were detected although most boxes contained eucalypt leaves. Bees still occupied one
large box. After 14 years only 6 of the 10 boxes are functional (see attached pdf).

The highlight of the visit to Beear SF was the magnificent vista of masses of Brunonia australis (Blue
Pincushions) and Xerochrysum viscosum (Shiny Everlasting) near Lookout Hill on Hallams Rd. Surely
there is no other place in Victoria to rival these separate displays of blue and gold. The Blue Pincushions
are all along the track as one ascends the hill from the north side, and also on the hill top.

To see the Shiny Everlastings one needs to walk about 150 m downhill, north from the hill

Caution — Hallams Rd is really only suited to 4WD, as it traverses some steep rises and a few creeks, plus
mounds across the track. To visit just this site with a 2WD vehicle it would be better to take the much
shorter anti-clockwise route to the hill and then return on that route. Hoons drive over the wildflowers on
the hill — please don’t add to the damage by driving off the road!

Report on African Weed Orchid control at Nigretta Flora Res — Oct.
(see attached pdf)

Report on Cape Tulip control at Fulham Streamside Res — Sep.
(see attached pdf)

Rod Bird
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