Hello Everybody

HFNC’s activities and events in October 2025

General Meeting on Thurs 16 Oct. at HIRL at 7.30 pm —.club correspondence/business matters

Agenda for Oct. 2025 meeting — see attached docx
Minutes of Aug. 2025 meeting — see attached pdf
Sightings for Aug. meeting — see attached pdf

Excursion on Saturday 11 Oct. to look for wildflowers in the Gariwerd/Grampians NP. Please
note that this is on a weekend before our club meeting date (our usual excursion day is on the
weekend immediately after the club meeting on a Thursday). This will be a joint excursion with
Friends of the Grampians. We will meet the FOG (and any others from the Dunkeld area) at 10 am at
the entrance to the Henham Track on the Mirranatwa Gap Rd.

Members/visitors from Hamilton area can meet at the Hamilton Visitors Centre for a 9 am departure.
We will take the Halls Gap tourist road to Mirranatwa Gap, rather than the Victoria Valley Rd,
because that road is in very poor condition.

We will focus on the 9.5 km section of the Henham Track from Mirranatwa Gap to Serra Rd. This is
currently open and in good rough condition. However, we do not recommend taking a 2WD vehicle
on it. We suggest that anyone without a 4WD (or is uncertain about their ability to employ it) should
arrange to travel with someone who will be in a 4WD. It would be best to do that at a convenient
place (variously at Hamilton, Dunkeld, Halls Gap?) before we get to Mirranatwa Gap Rd.

Bring a picnic lunch and chair. Depending on time, we may look at part of the Henham Track north of
the Serra Rd. We will end the excursion by travelling along the Serra Rd to the Halls Gap tourist Rd.

Report of September 2025 orchid excursion to Deep Lead & Lake Fyans — see attached pdf draft

SEANA Weekend at Ballarat — meeting on 17-19 October 2025 of members of field naturalist clubs
in Victoria. HFNC will be represented. Excursions are planned to visit a wide range of significant
environmental areas in the Ballarat region.

Nature Glenelg Trust and Wirey Swamp Restoration Reserve at Strathdownie — on Saturday 04
October 2025 NGT held a field day for supporters of the project to acquire and restore this swamp.
Several members of HFNC attended to view the site and listen to Mark Bachmann detail the objectives
and progress and for other members of NGT to show some of the birds, fish, frog and other fauna on
the site. It was a great day out and the swamps even had a little water in them.

Work activity at Nigretta Flora Reserve on Sunday 26 October. We will meet at 9 am at the
Visitor Centre and then drive to the site through a farm on the north side of the river. Our aim is to
herbicide-wipe African Weed Orchid (Disa bracteata) and spray Cleavers (Galium sp.) on this
significant little reserve. Hopefully it will not rain (we will be restricted to digging up the plant and
tubers if 2 or more mm of rain is expected on the day). Last year it looked like we had at last got on
top of the AWO pest, so we hope to see that continue. If our volunteers can help for a few hours that
would be appreciated. This year we have planned for only one visit to the site. We provide the
equipment to do the work.

Rod Bird
Secretary
Hamilton Field Naturalists Club Inc




