Hello Everybody

HFNC’s activities and events in August 2025

General Meeting on Thursday 21 Aug at HIRL at 7.30 pm — a club business meeting.

Our _next excursion is a fungi foray on Saturday 23 August to the Wannon Falls Scenic Reserve
or local Hamilton reserves — leave Hamilton Visitor Centre at 9.00 am (leader Reto Zollinger). The
destination will depend on where the best fungi showing develops in the next 3 weeks. Bring your
fungi books and, for those who can stay a little longer, a picnic lunch.

Report on excursion to Tapoc/Mt Napier volcanics on Saturday 19 July — 10 people attended this
excursion. We were lucky again with rain not affecting us. We climbed Tapoc, located the main cave
on the mount, visited the Devils Hole nearby and finished the day with a walk from Cole Track along
the E-W stone fence to Elmore’s Cone, Cave and Natural Bridge — see attached pdf.

Report on work activity at Wannon Flora Reserve on Sunday 27 July — we were again lucky with
the weather for this event, with the rain holding off during our morning’s work. Those attending were
Reto, Yvonne, Janeen, Diane & Rod. Two people worked on the larger remaining Acacia paradoxa
(Hedge Wattle) shrubs in the central area (more work needed there) while others managed the
periphery where small seedlings have emerged.

Some information for new members: the main reason for removing the Hedge Wattle is that it is
extremely invasive, blocking out the understory plants that once graced this important little reserve.
Its seeds germinate without fire and since the 1960s it has expanded from a small patch on the west
side to blanket most of the reserve, now moving into the small area of heath in the SE corner.

Efforts were made by HFNC in the 1970s & 1980s to control it but stopped when Parks Vic took
control. Some old shrubs cut down recently were 8 m tall, with a butt 15-20 cm diameter. It is also a
prickly refuge for rabbits and a major contributor to the perception of fire hazard. It does have one
virtue, offering safe nesting sites for small birds — in other settings where it could be contained it
should be retained.
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