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HFNC Beear State Forest fauna nest box report, 27 Nov. 2022 
 

Reto Zollinger & Yvonne Ingeme 

 

Participants:  Reto Zollinger, Yvonne Ingeme, Janeen Samuel. 

 

Nest box summary.  No animals nor fresh leaves found in any box (2 boxes were occupied in 2021).  

Dead leaves in most.  Bees in the large box that was occupied by bees in 2021.  One box fallen to ground. 

 

Site 2: 
Ecological type – Stringybark over-storey, Xanthorrhoea under-storey. 

 

Big box – leaves (Sugar Gliders were present in Nov. 2021). 

 

Small box – leaves. 

 

Animals – young Emu (large but no blue on neck); Black Wallaby. 

 

Ground plants – Chocolate Lilies; Stinking Pennywort; Yam Daisies; 

Brunonia; Small St John’s Wort; Goodenia sp.; Austrostipa; 

Wahlenbergia; Drosera; milkmaids; Xanthorrhoea; sun orchids; 

raspwort; Poa sp.; Pimelea humilis; Weeping Grass; seed heads of Blue 

Squill.  Mystery fungus (see photo). 

 

Site 3: 
Ecological type – Stringybark/Yellow Gum with Silver Banksia 

adjacent and more diversity of under-storey. 

 

Big box – fallen to ground, lid rotted, contained dead leaves; taken 

home for repairs, new lid and fixtures, ready for replacing on site. 

 

Small box – leaves. 

 

Animals – Red-necked Wallaby; Grey Fantail; Scrub-wrens (by call). 

 

Plants – ground plants similar to Site 1 plus Isopogon; Honey Pots.  

Large number of Silver Banksia seedlings plus new leaf growth on 

mature banksias.  Omphalina fungi. 

 

Site 5: 
Ecological type – Stringybark.  Dam full of water; stream trickling. 

 

Big box – camera not used as bees were present, as in Nov. 2021. 

 

Small box – leaves (Sugar Gliders were present in Nov. 2021). 

 

Animals – “Pobblebonk” (Eastern Banjo) frogs and croaking frogs 

(Brown Tree Frogs?) in dam; Pacific Black Ducks, Sulphur-crested and 

Gang-gang Cockatoos, Whistling Kite, Common Bronze-wing, 

Striated Pardalote (by call). 

 

Plants – African Weed Orchids; Onion Orchids, Wiry Buttons, 

Leptospermum sp., Brunonia, Goodenia sp., Early Nancy, Milkmaids, 

Sheep’s Burr, Pelargonium rodneyanum, Poa sp., Solenogyne dominii 

and S. gunnii (smooth & hairy version), Chocolate Lilies, Blue Squill 

with seeds, Rhytidosperma carphoides, Xanthorrhoea, Microlaena, 

Lomandra, Wahlenbergia, heath plants, one large clump of orchid 

leaves near small box (see photos), ‘bullet holes’ in eucalypt leaves. 
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Site 14: 
Ecological type – Yellow Gum woodland with Drooping She-oak and flowering Black Wattle. 

 

Big box – leaves. 

 

Small box – leaves. 

 

Animals – Sulphur-crested Cockatoos; native bees in some Podolepis 

flowers. 

 

Plants – Greenhood Orchids just past flowering, Podolepis sp., 

Stinking Pennywort, Solenogyne gunnii (hairy version), Prostrate 

Hopbush, Isopogon, Wahlenbergia, Lomandra, Dianella, Goodenia, 

Brunonia, Pimelea, Correa, Hibbertia, Pelargonium, Senecio spp. 

 

Fungi – Omphalina and a large cream-coloured warty one (see photo). 

 

Site 15:  
Ecological type – Yellow Gum grassy woodland bordering Stringybark 

with heathy woodland under-storey. 

 

Big Box – leaves. 

 

Small Box – leaves; cobweb in entrance. 

 

Animals – Red-necked Wallaby with young-at-foot; dead Antechinus 

flavipes with maggots; Grey Shrike-thrush (by call). 

 

Plants – Silver Banksia, Chocolate Lilies, Grassland Crane’s-bill, 

Magenta Stork’s-bill, Small St John’s Wort, AWO, Onion Orchids, 

Yam Daisies, Spear Grass, Wallaby Grass, Black Wattle, Xanthorrhoea 

with flower spike, Stinking Pennywort, Billy Buttons, New Holland 

Daisy, Pelargonium, Goodenia, Hibbertia, Podolepis, Isopogon, 

Senecio sp., Helichrysum scoparia. 

 

Between sites 
Mammals – Eastern Grey Kangaroos (all ages); Red-necked Wallabies; Black Wallabies.   

Birds – Australian Magpie, currawong (by call), Sulphur-crested Cockatoo; Yellow-tailed Black-cockatoo.  

Reptiles – pair of Shingleback sleeping together. 

Plants – Calytrix sp., Kennedia prostrata, Marsh Flowers at creek crossing, Acacia paradoxa at fossicking 

site. 

 

Mooralla Gemstone reserve 
We visited the gemstone reserve, new 

areas have been opened up in 

previously undisturbed areas with one 

unattended pit (about 3 meters deep) 

still not back filled and just covered 

with some metal sheeting!  

 

Unfortunately, the reserve covers over 

20 ha but current diggings concentrate 

around the central part of the reserve.  

 

African Weed Orchid – weed control of 

EPBC Vulnerable-listed Dodonaea 

procumbens site.  We removed about 

10 kg of AWO. 
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Table 1.  Occupation of mammal nest boxes in the Beear State Forest over 11 years (2012 to 2022) 

 

 

C, L&W = honeycomb removed and carpet (C) stapled to underside of lid (L) & upper parts of walls (W) 

C, L = honeycomb removed and carpet stapled to underside of the lid (L) 

F = honeycomb removed and a movable ear-tag flap (F) was screwed to the inner side of entry hole 

S = the box was sprayed with an insecticide to kill bees and the honeycomb was removed 

# = on 24 April 2014 boxes from Sites 6 & 10 were shifted to Sites 14 & 15, respectively. 

G = green-tinged (fresh) leaves; D = older, ‘dead’ leaves 

j = number of juvenile Sugar Glider included 

@ = remnant of honeycomb (minus any honey) seen on the carpet attached to the underside of the lid 

҂ = box dislodged and lid off 

* Box fallen and decayed lid broken; removed for repairs, to be replaced Nov. 2023 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Site 

 

Box 

 

Contents 

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022   

20/11 7/5 19/11 20/4 25/11 21/11 20/11 25/11 18/11 23/11 29/11 27/11 17/11   

2 Large Bees Yes, S C,L&W - - - - - - - - - @ -   

  Leaves   G G G G G  G G G G G   

  Gliders nil nil 2+ nil nil 2+ 2+ nil nil nil 2+ 2-3? nil   

 Small Bees - - - - - - - - - - - -    

  Leaves - - - - - - G D G G D G,D G   

  Gliders nil nil nil nil nil nil ? nil nil nil nil nil nil   

3 Large Bees - C L - - - - - - - - - - -   

  Leaves   G G G G G G G G D G,D D   

  Gliders nil nil 2+ nil nil 2+ 3+ 1+ nil nil nil nil nil *   

 Small Bees - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

  Leaves   G D D G G ? G - D D G   

  Gliders nil nil nil nil nil nil ? nil 6 (4j) nil nil nil nil   

5 Large Bees Yes, S C L, F - - - - - - - - - yes yes   

  Leaves - - G - - - - - G G G     

  Gliders nil nil nil nil nil nil nil ? 5+ nil 3+ nil? nil   

 Small Bees - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

  Leaves - - - - - - - G G G G G G   

  Gliders nil nil nil nil nil nil nil 3+ nil nil nil 1+ nil   

6# Large Bees Yes, S C L, F              

  Leaves - - - -            

  Gliders nil nil nil nil            

 Small Bees - - - -            

  Leaves                

  Gliders nil nil nil nil            

10# Large Bees - C L - -            

  Leaves - - - -            

  Gliders nil nil nil nil            

 Small Bees - - - -            

  Leaves                

  Gliders nil nil nil nil            

14 Large Bees  C L, F   - - - - - - - - -   

  Leaves     - - G G G G G D G   

  Gliders     nil nil 2+ 1+ 4(3j) 2+ nil nil nil   

 Small Bees     - - - - - - - - -   

  Leaves     - - G D G G G G G   

  Gliders     nil nil nil nil nil nil 1+ nil nil   

15 Large Bees  C L   - - - - - - - -    

  Leaves     - - - G G G D D G   

  Gliders     nil nil nil 2+ nil 4(2j)+ nil nil ҂ nil   

 Small Bees     - - - - - - - -    

  Leaves     - - -  G G G D D   

  Gliders     nil nil nil nil 2+ nil 3+ nil nil   
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On Brunonia Hill 
Brunonia australis; Bracteantha 

viscosa, Leptospermum sp. – is this 

encroaching on the open grassland 

areas of the hill? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nigretta & Wannon Falls 
We returned to Hamilton after a 

diversion to the Nigretta Falls, where 

we happened to meet the Portland 

Field Nats (Ruth and Ivor Graney, Kay 

Aldridge), and then the Wannon Falls.   

 

The Nigretta Falls in particular was 

spectacular after all the rain, creating 

their own micro-climate of cold and 

wind, with foam flying up as high as 

the southern viewing platform. 

 


