Background to the reserve

The 2021 works report gives the
history of the reserve and concerns
over the spread of Hedge Wattle
(Acacia paradoxa) in the Flora
Reserve, and details of previous
works.

The 2022 works report gives
further details of the applications
made for funding and obtaining
permits for removal of vegetation

The 2023 works report — for 2
funded projects:

Wannon Flora Reserve works report for 2025
Rod Bird
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SGSC project No. 00019 ($2,480) — ‘Acacia paradoxa control on Wannon Flora Reserve’.
This involved continued work to control regeneration of A. paradoxa on areas cleared in previous
years, as well as treating any mature trees that have yet to be cleared from the central area of the
reserve. For details of this project refer to the Acquittal report for the Greater Grants
Program, Round 1 — 2022/23 — Application No. 00019.

GHCMA Landcare project VLG042 ($18,266) — a Landmate crew from Ararat cut A.
paradoxa on the western fringe of the reserve and Woodrowe chipped and removed the cut
shrubs. HFNC volunteers helped haul cut shrubs to the chipper and managed the project. A
Levos Forestry Services cut most of the remaining large shrubs. Those cut shrubs were left on
site (Victorian Landcare Grants 2022/23 Final Report-VLG042). Under supervision from
DL and teacher R Hopkins, from 5-10 Year 9 Baimbridge students spent an hour one morning a
week for 6 weeks pulling small Hedge Wattle seedlings from the periphery of the site.

Work activities in 2025

The on-going work includes removing thousands of A. paradoxa seedlings from the cut out areas. A
hundred or more large trees/shrubs missed by the contractor also need to be cut. Other weeds to deal
with include Australian Bluebell (Billardiera heterophylla), Cleavers (Galium aparine), Harlequin
Flower (Sparaxis bulbifera), Purple Oxalis (Oxalis purpurea), Whiteflower Fumitory (Fumaria
capreolata), Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides) and Wild Gladiolus (Gladiolus cuspidatus).

In total, 109 person hours were worked in 2025, the majority
from Baimbridge College students.

Tuesday 06 May — DL, a teacher and 9 Year 9 students from

Baimbridge College spent an hour (2-3 pm) learning about the
project (30 minutes) and then removing the Hedge Wattle
seedlings from the N edge of the reserve.

Total time worked = 06 hrs

Tuesday 13 May — DL, a teacher and 10 Baimbridge students

spent an hour (2-3 pm) removing Hedge Wattle seedlings from
the N and W margins. RB spent 1 hr cutting large shrubs.

Total time worked = 13 hrs |Diuris sulphuria |




Tuesday 20 May — DL, a teacher and 10 Baimbridge College students spent an hour (2-3 pm)
removing seedlings from cut areas and tackled the shrubs that had germinated there or missed earlier.
RB spent 1 hr cutting large shrubs.

Total time worked = 13 hrs

Tuesday 27 May — DL, a teacher and 10 Baimbridge College students spent an hour (2-3 pm)
removing the Hedge Wattle seedlings on the margins and the cut areas where branches lay.
Total time worked = 12 hrs

Saturday 24 May — HFNC members RB, DL, JS & a visitor (Neil) worked from 9.30-12.00 noon
pulling or cutting out Hedge Wattle seedlings and shrubs. As earlier, we cut up and shifted a lot of
trunks/branches felled by contractors in order to gain access to missed or new shrubs. Also sprayed
several dozen Australian Bluebell plants in the NW corner.

Total time worked = 12.5 hr

Tuesday 03 June — DL, a teacher and 10 Baimbridge College students spent an hour (2-3 pm)
removing Hedge Wattle seedlings, mostly from areas with cut shrubs on the ground. RB spent 1.5 hr
cutting out Hedge Wattle from piles of slash and spraying a spot of Bridal Creeper on the S" side.
Total time worked = 13.5 hr

Tuesday 10 June — DL, a teacher and 8 students from Baimbridge College spent an hour (2-3 pm)
removing the Hedge Wattle seedlings from piles of slash in the centre of the reserve.
Total time worked = 11 hrs

Tuesday 10 June — DL, a teacher and 8 students from Baimbridge College spent an hour (2.0-3.0 pm)
removing the Hedge Wattle seedlings from piles of slash in the centre of the reserve. RB spent 1.5 hrs
cutting out a clump of large Hedge Wattle.

Total time worked = 11.5 hrs

Sunday 27 July — RB, DL, Y1, RZ, JS attended (9.15-12.15 am). RZ & RB cut out large shrubs in the
reserve. Others worked the periphery, except the S™ side. One Australian Bluebell plant (Billardiera
heterophylla) not killed by herbicide was pulled out.

Total time worked = 15 hrs

Saturday 08 November — HFNC members DL, RB & JS attended from 9.30 am-12.15 pm. Perimeter
areas on W, N & E worked, pulling dozens of new A. paradoxa germinants. RB cut out several dozen
large shrubs among piles cut previously on the S side. A dozen Bluebell seedlings were pulled out in
NW corner. A ‘new’ weed — Wild Gladiolus — needs to be herbicide-wiped in future years.

Wednesday 3 December — RB & DL attended
from 3.45 to 4.45 pm at the reserve finding
and spot-spraying about 40 Australian
Bluebell plants. A few Oxalis purpurea on
the periphery just outside the NW corner were
also located and sprayed.

Total time worked = 2 hrs

The flora reserve is looking in great condition
with Spear Grass (Austrostipa sp.) a blanket
across the area where A. paradoxa was
removed. Tiger Orchids (Diuris sulphuria)

were present in dozens in November. Austrostipa sp.
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