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HFNC weed control report for Nigretta Flora Reserve 2025 
 

Grazing on this Crown Land stopped in 1975.  HFNC submissions to the LCC saw this 12-ha grassy 

woodland become a Flora Reserve in 1982.  Our surveys have shown 215 native species present.   

 

An aggressive invader, African Weed Orchid (AWO), was found in great numbers on this site in 2009 

and action has been taken over the last 17 years to combat it, as well as other weeds (e.g. Phalaris, 

Bent Grass, Wild Gladioli Gladiolus undulatus, Carrot Weed Fumaria capreolata & Cleavers Galium 

aparine resulting from a history of grazing, dumping of garden rubbish and other incursions. 
 

Saturday 26 Oct.  RB, DL, SP, JS & RZ spent 21 hrs digging 1400 AWO on a day that started out wet.  

Except for the far NE fence area almost all of the grassland was covered.  A mass of GA was found 

under 2 Tree Violets on NE   , and an attempt was made to hoe these out.  Other areas of infestation 

last year could not be checked, as we had to devote more time to digging rather than wiping the AWO.   

 

Fence condition – last year we reported that the fence was failing, with trees fallen over and leaning 

posts needing propping or replacing.  This year some action has been taken to prevent sheep from 

entering the reserve but that is a temporary fix.  This is a significant flora reserve and needs protection. 

 

Hamilton’s rainfall (mm) in 2025 indicates that, for 2023-25, 

winter & spring periods were a little drier than previously. 
 

Year May June Jul. Aug. Sept. Oct. May-

Aug 

May-

Oct.  

Sept. + 

Oct. 

2025 20 87 61 72 52 63 240 303 115 

2024 22 28 95 47 78 40 192 310 118 

2023 53 101 51 30 28 40 235 303 68 

2022 48 80 38 109 89 126 275 490 215 

2021 53 61 97 64 49 65 275 389 114 

2020 90 61 38 70 95 91 229 445 186 

2019 79 94 68 64 61 36 305 402 97 

Long-term* 66 71 74 77 71 64 269 393 124 

* 1983-2025 from Hamilton Airport 

The wildflower display this year was superb, with thousands 

of orchids, lilies, Clover Glycine, Candles and other herbs.  A 

new orchid species, Caladenia ornata, was identified. 

 

We may be keeping AWO in check, perhaps assisted by developing natural controls?  The big decline 

in AWO in 2023, 2024 & 2025 may also be due to the drier winter-spring (decline of about 90 mm)? 

 

Due to the wet morning we were unable to deal effectively with the continuing problem with Cleavers.  

This weed is likely to be a significant threat to the native flora if it escapes across the reserve. 

 

Summary of works to control AWOs since 2009: 

 2025 – 1400 AWO dug [21 hrs] – 5 volunteers (1 visit) 

 2024 – 430 AWO wiped [15 hrs] – 3 volunteers (1 visit) 

 2023 – 835 AWO wiped [30 hrs] – 3 & 3 volunteers (2 visits) 

 2022 – 4,720 AWO wiped (4,070 plants) or dug (650 plants) [55hr] – 4 & 3 volunteers (2 visits) 

 2021 – 2,945 AWO wiped (2,295 plants) or dug (650 plants) [59 hrs] – 3 & 5 volunteers (2 visits) 

 2020 – 11,300 AWO wiped (8,335 plants), dug (725 plants) or pulled (2,240 plants) [83 hr] 

 2019 – 7,370 AWO wiped (6,765 plants), dug (499 plants) or pulled (106 plants) [68 hr] 

 2018 – 3,480 AWO wiped (3,225 plants) or dug (255) [60 hr] 

 2017 – 5,190 AWO wiped (3,820 plants), dug (1,265 plants) or pulled (105 plants) [57 hr] 

 2016 – 16,100 AWO wiped (13,625 plants) or dug (2,480 plants) or pulled (2,665 plants) [93 hr]  

 2015 – 4,045 AWO wiped (3,215 plants) or dug (830 plants) over the entire site [46 hr] 

 2014 – 7,975 AWO wiped (6,665 plants) or dug (1,310 plants) over the entire site [65 hr] 

 2013 – 8,275 AWO wiped or dug (8,125 plants) or pulled to remove heads (150 plants) [71 hr] 

 2012 – 6,900 AWO wiped or dug (6,800 plants) or pulled to remove heads (100 plants) [46 hr] 

 2011 – 5,500 AWO wiped (5,000 plants) or pulled to remove heads (500 plants) [39 hr]  

 2010 – 13,720 AWO wiped (10,140 plants) or pulled (3,580 plants); NW & E not done [27 hr] 

 2009 – 22,500 AWO dug (2,290 plants) or pulled (20,280 plants) but NW area not done [68 hr] 
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