HAMILTON FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB

PO Box 591
Hamilton, Victoria 3300

Report on Weed Control at Fulham Streamside Reserve in
Spring 2025

Summary
We managed one visit to the reserve, on 27 September. We had only 2 volunteers, so we concentrated
on one part of Area 2 west of the Entry Track off Edgewood Rd at Fulham SR ( {:i’ see map). That
area was not covered in 2024:

e Area 2 — the NE corner of this area (about 400 m x 300 m area, S" from the Old Bridge TK).

e Area 9 — we wiped Cape Tulip on the margin of the Entry Tk opposite our operation on Area

2. That extended at one place to a large infestation some 90 m E of the track.

We treated Moraea ﬂaccida Cape TUle (CT), a feW Spal'aXIS FULHAM STREAMSIDE RESERVE — Western Quarter Sketch Map
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bulbifera Harlequin Flower (SB), and a few Disa bracteata
African Weed Orchid (AWO). The treatment applied was
herbicide-wiping, as described in previous reports.

In total, we spent 11 person-hours and applied 2.3 L of wipe
herbicide. On the basis of an estimate of about 0.8 mL of
herbicide solution applied/plant we estimate that we wiped
around 2,900 CT.

It seems that Cape Tulip cannot be exterminated from this
reserve. There is simply too much seed blowing in from
areas adjacent that are uncontrolled. The only future action
that might achieve more would be a biological control agent
— that does not appear to be a priority in Australia.

Since 2006, HFNC has operated for 20 years on this reserve
to control CT and other weeds. That usually involved several
visits each spring. HFNC will continue to visit the area, but
now can only manage once a year — and will do what it can
to exert some control on CT in patches of the western area at
Fulham that have the best wildflowers. The impact of that
program will be reviewed after another year or two, to
determine whether it is worth continuing.

Given the Department’s low ranking of this significant reserve, and the inability to adequately manage
its visitors and tracks, the obvious question is why waste any more of one’s time on a lost cause?

Particulars of the volunteer work visits
27 Sept. 2024 — RB & DL spent a total of 11 hrs herbicide-wiping pest plants in Areas 2 & 9. The
weather was fine. Herbicide wipe solution of Glyphosate and metsulfuron methyl used = 2.3 L.

Fauna seen:
Mammal & reptiles — Black Wallaby, Eastern Grey Kangaroo and a Shingle-back were seen.

Birds seen/heard on 27 Sept.:

1. Australian Darter 6. Grey Fantail 11. Superb Fairy-wren

2. Australian Magpie 7.  Grey Shrike-thrush 12. Weehill

3. Common Bronzewing 8. Pied Currawong 13. White-throated Treecreeper
4. Crimson Rosella 9. Striated Pardalote 14. Yellow-faced Honeyeater
5. Grey Currawong 10. Sulphur-crested Cockatoo

Orchids seen — a patch of Caladenia parva, many C. carnea, a few Glossodia major & C. ornata.



