The Tumuli

A Tumulus is a house-sized dome of lava pushed up by pressure of liquid lava
beneath a thin patch of crust. They are not hollow gas blisters, as was once
thought.

How they form

The surface of a lava flow quickly crusts over. Pressure in the liquid lava
beneath can heave this crust up to form irregular broad mounds and hollows
known as Stony Rises. Occasionally we find smaller steep-sided domes called
tumuli. These must have formed where pressure was localised, or there was a
small soft spot in the crust. Just why small areas were soft is not certain,
perhaps burning trees kept those areas warm?
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Some tumuli push up, crack open and squeeze out bulges
of liquid. In others, the lava drains back and the top subsides.

Finally the whole mass solidifies.
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